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THE ROUND TABLE 509 

Buffalo Technical High School 

Buffalo, New York 

June 22, 1922 
Editor, "The English Journal" 

Chicago, Illinois 
Dear Sir: 

As you published in your May issue a review of Rhodes's Effective 
Expression, which I believe to be inadequate, I wish that you would 
publish my counter-impression in your "Round Table." 

I believe that the reviewer has incorrectly estimated the book and 
has done it an injustice. It is above all a textbook, not a "reference 
book." The "mechanics, including grammar and punctuation," are 
properly omitted. They have had attention in elementary school, and 
belong in the high-school student's reference book. A prime advantage 
of this book is that it is different from what the student has already used, 
and satisfies his longing for something advanced. As for " urge to expres- 
sion," there can be no better than that provided by this book, when it 
shows the student, in an interesting manner, how to get and use material. 

I think that a careful reading of this book will show that it is sane, 
modern, and usable. It is a blow to be told that it is not a textbook, 
when I am planning to use it in my classes. But I do not think that the 
practical teachers of Buffalo, who have decided to use it, have made a 
mistake. 

Faithfully yours, 

Oliphant Gibbons 



